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Census recommendations 2010 

 Core and non-core 
topics 

 Objectives: 
• Provide guidance and 

assistance to countries 
• Facilitate and improve 

comparability of data 
 

www.unece.org/stats/census  

http://www.unece.org/stats/census


Ethno-cultural characteristics: 
ethnicity, language, religion 

 increasingly important in context of migration, 
integration and minority policies 

 non-core topics 
 subjective and sensitive topic –free and open 

declaration of the respondents is essential 
 appropriate data protection and disclosure 

control 
 consult representatives in the drafting of 

questions, definitions and conduct of the census 



Definition 

« Ethnicity is based on a shared 
understanding of the history and 
territorial origins of an ethnic group or 
community as well as on particular 
cultural characteristics: language, 
religion, customs and ways of life » 



Recommendations (1/2) 

 affiliation with ethnic groups is distinct 
from language and/or religion 

 Should not be confused with citizenship 
  Better to use « ethnicity » and avoid 
« nationality » 

 free self-declaration / open question 
 respondents can indicate more than 

one ethnic affiliation 



Recommendations (2/2) 

 ‘none’ or ‘not declared’ is allowed 
 provide instructions on determining 

ethnicity of children from mixed couples 
 document the basic criteria and 

classification procedures 
 classification depends on national 

concepts – no international 
recommendation 



Challenges 

 Often considered a sensitive topic 
 Subjective - self identification 
 Complex 

• Inter-marriage between ethnic groups 
• Migration 
• Community attitudes 

 Data quality 
 Developing an unambiguous question 



Overcoming challenges 







Overcoming challenges 

 data protection and disclosure control 
 test questions carefully  
 well-trained enumerators 
 disseminate and communicate the 

statistics 
 fundamental principles of official statistics 

 



Questions on ethno-cultural characteristics in last census round 
Ethnicity Language Religion 

Albania  - - - 
Bosnia and Herzegovina  - - - 

Bulgaria  X X X 
Croatia  X X X 

Czech Republic  N X X 
Estonia  EN X X 

Hungary  X X X 
Latvia  EN X - 

Lithuania  N X X 
TFYR of Macedonia  X X X 

Moldova  X X X 
Montenegro  N X X 

Poland  N X - 
Romania  X X X 

Serbia  N X X 
Slovakia  N X X 
Slovenia  X X X 

X = question was included    N=question on nationality     EN=question on ethnic nationality    

‘-’ = question not included or census not conducted in 2000 round 



Hungary 

1. Which of these nationalities do you think you 
belong to? 

2. Which of these nationalities' cultural values and 
traditions do you feel affinity with? 

 Bulgarian 
 Gipsy (Roma) 
 Greek 
 Croatian 
 Polish 

 German 
 Armenian 
 Roumenian 
 Ruthenian 
 Serbian 

 Slovakian 
 Slovenian 
 Ukrainian 
 Hungarian 
 Do not wish 

to answer 

Answering the following questions is not compulsory 



Slovenia 
Nationality / ethnicity 
You don’t have to answer this question if you don’t wish 
to. If you choose this option, mark the sixth (6) window 
below. 

1. Slovenian 
2. Italian 
3. Hungarian 
4. Other nationality / ethnicity (write in) 
5. I’m nationally/ethnically indeterminate 
6. I don’t wish to answer this question 
7. Answer is not possible as there is no P-3/NV 

statement for the absent person 







Future work 

 Address data quality issues 
 Cooperation 
 Single place for data 



Thank you 

jessica.gardner@unece.org 



Example of questions 
on ethnicity  

used in last census round 
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